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therefore, the documents which you say that you possess, that we may learn what we ought to grant you." Aetherius was more influential than Desiderius, and Gregory did his utmost to soften his refusal by lavish praise of the bishop's " venerable gravity," his "great love of ecclesiastical order," his "delight in discipline/' his "zeal in the observance of righteous ordinances," and his "promptitude in amending the lives of his clergy." But he remained firm on the main point. He was determined that these privileges should not become too common. They were to be the exception, not the rule; and they were to be conferred with a view to some substantial advantage to be derived therefrom. Doubtless, from a worldly point of view, Gregory's policy was right. Nevertheless, one cannot help regretting that worthy men like Desiderius and Aefcherius should have been rejected, while courtiers of the type of Virgilius and Syagrius were loaded with honour.
Gregory, however, did not always refuse petitions. Aregius, bishop of Gap, visited the Pope in Rome, and seems to have succeeded in winning his regard. To him and his archdeacon was granted the privilege of using dalmatics.1
To Serenus, bishop of Marseilles, Gregory wrote a memorable letter, concerning the religious use and significance of images or 'pictures in churches. It seems that Serenus, scandalized at the superstitious honour accorded to these pictures by the people of his diocese, had caused them to be destroyed. This act of iconoclasm horrified the Pope, who sent the bishop a reproof, pointing out that pictures were " the books of the unlearned."2
1  Epp. ix. 219.   " Dalmaticae talares erant, sericae, albae, auro ornatae, et clavis  sen plagulis  ex purpura assntis distinctae"   (Migne).    For the privilege of wearing dalmatioae, see above, Vol. I. p. 263, n. 1.
2  Epp. ix. 208: " Idcirco pictura in ecclesiis adhibetur, ut M qui litteras nescrunt saltern in parietibus videndo legant, quae legere in codicibus non valent."    Compare Baeda Opp. viii. 336, 337:   "Cnm horum aspectns saepe raultuni   compunctionis soleat  praestare contuentibus, et eis  quoque, qui litteras ignorant, quasi vivam Dommicae Mstoriae pandere lectionem."    A remarkable passage, interpolated into one of Gregory's letters (Epp. ix. 147) in the latter half of the eighth century, is perhaps worth quoting: "Imaginis eius quam nobis tibi dirigendam per Dulcidium diaconum tuum rogasti, valde nobis tua postulatio placuit, quia ilium in corde tota intentione quaeris, cuius irnaginem prae oculis habere desideras, ut visio corporalis cotidiana reddat exortum, et dum picturam vides, ad ilium animo inardescas, cuius imaginem videro desideras.   Ab re non facimus si per visibilia invisibilia deinonstramus. Sic homo qui alium ardenter videre desiderat aut sponsarn. amando desiderat,